KBA

KEY BIODIVERSITY AREAS

Introduction to
Key Biodiversity Areas

Andy Plumptre,
Head KBA Secretariat

22" January 2021

Emmanuel Rondeau/ WWF




KBA

KEY BIDDIVERSITY AREAS

KBAs are defined as:

“sites contributing
significantly to the global
persistence of biodiversity”
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Areas of importance for biodiversity

The CBD recognized the need to
conserve

“..areas of particular importance for
biodiversity...”

in Aichi Target 11
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Areas of importance for biodiversity
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MPORTANT BIRD AREAS

 Many different approaches at
various scales

* Most conservation action
occurs at the site scale

 BirdLife International’s success
has led to similar approaches
for other taxa

- But, this can be confusing for Zero Extinction

decision-makers...
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Need for a global standard

World Conservation Congress in
Bangkok in 2004

 |UCN members recognized the need
for a unifying framework for

identifying important sites across all The Wachd Conservalion llnicn
lodi ' World C jon C
biodiversity AL Commtion Comgnes
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KBA
Standard
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\ IUCN

A Global Standard for
the Identification of Key
Biodiversity Areas

Global consultation process
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A unifying framework

e Key Biodiversity Areas provide
an umbrella framework
designed to harmonize existing
approaches

Z ero” Extmctl e
w NDE * For the first time, the

conservation community has
rallied around a common
approach
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A Global Standard
L
* The KBA Standard: adopted by IUCN A Globaltanderc or
Council and launched at the World Biodiversy Areas
Conservation Congress in Hawaii in
2016

* The KBA Partnership: 13 leading nature
conservation organisations committed
to identify, map, monitor and conserve
KBAs
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A Global Standard

A globally standardized science-based
approach for identifying KBAs

Definitions, criteria and quantitative
thresholds designed to ensure that KBA
identification is:

* objective
* repeatable

* transparent

CRITERIA

Population
reduction

Restricted
geographic
range

Small
population
size & decline

Very small or
restricted
population

Quantitative
analysis

JQuantitative
thresholds

RED LIST

CATEGORIES

\

IUCN
\I

A Global Standard for
the Identification of Key
Biodiversity Areas
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The criteria are applicable to marine,
freshwater, terrestrial and subterranean systems

Freshwater

Estuarine Coastal

Source: SANBI 2019
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KBA Criteria

KBA criteria are desighed to
capture biodiversity at genetic,
species and ecosystem levels

A. Threatened biodiversity

B. Geographically restricted biodiversity
C. Ecological integrity

Collectively, the criteria aim to
capture the various ways in
which a site can be important
for the global persistence of
biodiversity
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Al. Threatened
species

A2. Threatened
ecosystem types
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B. Geographically restricted biodiversity KEA

© Arthur Haines

B1. Individual geographically
restricted species

B2. Co-occurring geographically
restricted species

B3. Geographically restricted
assemblages

B4. Geographically restricted
ecosystem types
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D1: Demographic
aggregations

D2: Environmental
refugia

D3: Recruitment
sources



Terrestrial Species lrreplaceability

Based on 1:50,000 NTS Grid.

Records include: 5517 taxa consisting of bird mammal,
amphibian, reptile, turtie, other insects, butterfly, gastropod,
vascular plant, bryophyte. fungi, kichen, and algae.

Conservation Target: 1 grid cell per species.

Record Dates: all available records

Map Date: November 2006 (text modified November 2007)

Mapped by: Leanna Warman

KEY BIDDIVERSITY AREAS

(a) Representing at least X
mature individuals of each
species

(b) Representing at least an
area of Y km? for each
species
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Thresholds

A. Threatened biodiversity

Site reqularly holds one or more of the following:

Biodiversity element at site % Global population/extent Reproductive
units Note. Low thresholds

for threatened species
are precautionary

Al: Threatened species
(a) CR/EN species

(a) 20.5% >5
(b) VU species (b) 21% >10
(e) Single-site CR/EN species entire population



Assessment parameters

i. number of mature individuals
ii. area of occupancy :__-i

iii. extent of suitable habitat
V. range

v. number of localities *

vi. distinct genetic diversity 4%
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Delineating KBAs

A

Delineation is the process of defining the
geographic boundaries of a KBA

Aim is to derive KBA boundaries that are
ecologically relevant yet practical for
management

Required step in KBA identification

It occurs in consultation with rights-holders
and other relevant stakeholders
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1 The image on this slide will be switched out as soon as Jessica develops it
GWC, 2020/06/13



KBAs inform national, regional, and global KA
decision-making

* Policy support to description of sites under Z= |
international conventions

« Targets and indicators for CBD biodiversity
targets and Sustainable Development
Goals (14.5, 15.1, 15.4)

* Protected area creation & expansion T 15
 Allocation of conservation funding .
* Private and public sector environmental

safeguards




KBAs ENABLE COUNTRIES TO...

KBAs and other KBA
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SPECIES ™ Van Y Z
POPULATION GENETIC

%- i
REDLISTS OF @@, sizEs A BIVERS | . "= mgwm .
IS @ conservation initiatives
ECOSYSTEMS EXTENT
KEYEMDWERSMQAS « KBAs use data from Red List of Species
1 and Red List of Ecosystems, species
ENABLE . . . .
s W SUSINESSES population data and genetic diversity
e I T N e data
DEVELOP EFFECTIVE HATIDNAL  KBAs can then inform a variety of
FTT ol o !

INDUSTRY D1 processes to better target conservation

resources and contribute to halting
SN T biodiversity loss

GREEN LISTING OF SPEGIES & SITES
BIODIVERSITY PERSISTENCE & RECOVERY .




AVERAGE WORLDWIDE PROTECTED AREA

Protected area coverage of KBAs s o s HAVE

1980 2019
WORLDWIDE COVERAGE OF KBAs BY PROTECTED AREAS
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Used by business and financing institutions KBA
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K * Guidelines for Businesses and governments
Mirusrallturu— developed around KBAs

« KBAs — Critical Habitat (IFC, Equator Principles,
Socete Generale)

» Banks and biodiversity no-go policy:

Guidelines on Business and KBAs:
Managing Risk to Biodiversity

We host and maintain the three key
global biodiversity datasets

tected S
@ P KBA




World Database of KBAs
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Kilometers
2,500 5,000 7,500 10,000
[ - s aaaaaaa..




Query information: World Database of KBAs

KBA Data o ourcs sz
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Dashboard (2020 - 10)
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KBAs identified nationally KBA

 KBAs are identified at a national level
* Encouraae the establishment of KBA National Coordination Groups

Legend
KBA NCG established

- Interest in KBA assessmen ts

Country

Kilometers
0 2,500 5,000 7,500 10,000
[ - . aeeeee—




KBAs and AP-BON KBA

 Biodiversity data generated by AP-BON
can be used to identify KBAs

 Provision of more accurate range and
Suitable Habitat Maps for species to A P_ Bo N
help identify KBAs

« KBAs provides a means of turning Asia-Pacific Biodiversity
biodiversity data into concrete .
conservation results at a national level Observation Network

« AP-BON efforts can help monitor KBAs
and their trigger elements

* Professor Y. Trisurat — KBA Community
Representative for Asia




Tools for learning more about the KBA criteria,

delineation and proposal process

IUCN
\I

A Global Standard for
the Identification of Key
Biodiversity Areas

Version 1.0
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¥
IUCN KEBA
KEY BIDDIVERSITY AREAS

Guidelines for using
A Global Standard for the Identification of
Key Biodiversity Areas
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Key Biodiversity Areas Proposal Process

Guidance on Proposing, Reviewing, Nominating
and Confirming sites.

KEY BIDDIVERSITY AREAS
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Community: News and Updates

KBA Community

Join the KBA Curmmurnity and receive news, updales end baining opoortunities clice ners o email

GLOBAL

The Key Biodiversily Arec Parlnership (KBA) submilled a joint submission of commenls on
the Convention on Biclogicel Diversity ZeroDraf: document which suggests goals and
targets for the next decade of conservation (2020-2030). The draft Target 2 concerns the
coverage of active conservatinn (protected areas and Other Fffective Area-hased
Conservation Measures (OECMs)). The KBA Partnership proposed the inclusion of language
on KBAs in the target as tollows: Conserve, restore, and document the value of all key
bicdiversity areas and other sites cf particular importance for bicdiversity through protected
areas and other effective area-based conservation measures, by 2030 covering at least [30%]
of land and sec area.

* KBA Community:

It was also suggested that guidance on the ecosystems target (1) and invasive species terget
(3) could also reference targeting KBAs in particuler. Target 1 and target 13 have language
' supporling spelial planning and the KBA Parliership proposed thal spatial planning, which
i wauld indude assessments of KBAs across multiple taxonomic groups, should be a
component of the next NBSAPs including incorparation of spatial plans across government
sectors

Professor Y. Trisurat — Community
Representative for Asia

Dr M. Crosby and Dr M. O’Brien — Regional Focal
points for Asia and Pacific respectively

| The KBA Partnership has also submitted a mation to the ILICN World Conservation Congress

entitled: Strengthening national spatial planning to ensure the global persistence of

biodiversity. 1he motions calls upon govarnments tor

«Develop or update spatial plans incorporating sites of importance for the global
persistence cf kiodiversity across multiple taxa and ecosystems (KBAs), along with the
connectivity required to ensure biodiversity persistence, and use these to inform plans to
expand networks of protected areas and otner effective area based conservation
measures;

= Incorporate these plans into National Biodiversity Strategies anc Action Plans (NBSAPs)
and inlegrate them Unough cross-seclordl planning across govermment institubons, using
them to guide national land- and sea- use planning, while avoiding or otherwise
minimising negative impacts on oiodiversity.
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