Summary Report
APBON 21st Web Seminar

1. Date: 19th July, 2024
Time: 15:00-17:00 JST
(13:00 in Cambodia, Thailand, Indonesia, Vietham)
(11:45 in Nepal)
(14:00 in Malaysia, Philippines, China)

2. Location, Participants
- Webex Meeting Room
+ 19 participants

- MC: Dr. Muraoka

3. Program

Update 1:

“Report of World Biodiversity Forum, and some discussion for APBON's policy brief”
[Dr. Alice Hughes, Dr. Sunita Chaudhary]

In this section, Dr. Chaudhary provided the brief report of World Biodiversity
Forum, which was held from June 16th to 20th in Davos, Switzerland. The key
objective of this forum was how we can translate the knowledge into actions
through policy and practice in order for us to deal with the major planetary crisis.
The meeting addressed themes including the close relationship between
biodiversity and climate crisis, the impact of the excessive and unequal economic
growth across the world, the gap in translating existing knowledge into actions.
She reported a significant interest from private sector representatives in investing
in biodiversity data, and mentioned that many presentations focused on the
integration of advanced science and Al into biodiversity science. She also shared
the resolution for COP16, which has been drafted at the forum.

Dr. Hughes added that during the first few days, GEOBON discussed the
strategic plans including the essential biodiversity variables about data pathways
and the mobilization of data for the 21 Targets of the Global Biodiversity
Framework. There is still a need for further discussion with GEOBON as a whole
and she suggested we can consider organizing any sessions or workshops as



APBON at the next World Biodiversity Forum, which will be held in two years. She
also reported that Laten America is interested in guidance from APBON to start a
Latin American BON.

Comments:

+ (For members to be joining COP16) if you have the chance to deliver some
output activity reports from APBON to COP16, that would be wonderful. Dr.
Takeuchi is leading the effort to finalize to publish the highlights and outcomes
of the 2023 APBON workshops. Dr. Chaudhary and Dr. Hughes are working on
writing APBON's policy brief, but we might need to take timely action if we aim
to present it at the event to reach out to the community and relevant
stakeholders.

+ Mr. Mabuchi is currently asking the headquarter of the Ministry of Environment
in Tokyo to confirm if we can input any outcomes from the APBON workshops
at COP16. He mentioned that he would try to reach out directly to Mr. Saito,
the former secretariat of APBON.

+ Dr. Hughes provided an update on the plan for the policy brief by APBON. She
mentioned that a separate discussion will be necessary to decide on the target
audience before sending a more solid proposal to APBON members. The
coordination of this matter will be handled by Dr. Hughes, Dr. Chaudhary, and
Dr. Elloran.

Update 2:
“Discussion on agenda of APBON session in the 16th AOGEO Symposium”

[Dr. Hiroyuki Muraoka]

Dr. Muraoka gave a brief overview of the 16th AOGEO Symposium, which will
be held from September 3rd to 5th this year in Tokyo. The APBON session will be
scheduled for the afternoon of either September 3rd or 4th and will consist of
three parts. At the end of the session, the outcomes are required to be sent to
the member nations of AOGEO as the AOGEO Statements with 10 or 15 lines of
text. He requested input for the agenda from APBON members.

Q&A:
Q. What is the structure of this event? Will this be held in conjunction with other



events at the same time or will everyone from the conference come to our
event?

A. During the three days of the symposium, we will have some preliminary
sessions with parallel sessions scheduled for the afternoon of day 1 and both
the morning and afternoon of day 2. In total, about 9 task groups are
generated in AOGEO, covering topics such as the water cycle, biodiversity,
greenhouse gas, ocean and coastal islands, food security, drought. Many of
these task groups will discuss during the parallel sessions. In the morning
session of day 3, all the task groups have to present their summary reports
to all participants.

Q. The APBON session is not going to be an open session, right?
A. It is not really a closed one, but the agenda will be open to all AOGEO
symposium participants.

Update 3:
“Update of joint paper plans and role sharing (for practical action plan)”

[Dr. Yayoi Takeuchi and all]

In this section, Dr. Takeuchi updated the progress and action plan of the
ongoing tentative APBON joint paper. It has been divided into five topics: Data
Gaps and Accessibility, Generating and Improving EBVs/EOVs, New Monitoring
Technologies, Contribution to New NBSAPs, and Biodiversity Observing System
in the Asia-Pacific. APBON members assigned to each topic will be required to
lead a meeting to draft the outlines for each topic within one or two weeks, either
online or via Google Drive. In addition to APBON members, other members like
AP MBON who are interested in contributing to the paper as co-authors are also
welcome to join the discussion and collaborate on the paper.

Comments:

- We will share this co-working platform with the other members by encouraging
each colleague to provide their input on each topic.

- The deadline of submission will be the end of this year. If these papers are
edited as the special feature or special issue in some particular journal
(Ecological Research), a brief list of titles and authors, and abstract of each



paper will be necessary by mid-September or early October so that we can
negotiate with the journal editor team. We will collaborate with the team for
preparing the manuscripts and review processes.

- Regarding the problem of the expensive publication fee, Dr. Muraoka will
negotiate with the committee member of the Ecological Society of Japan.
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“Report of World Biodiversity Forum, and some discussion for APBON’s policy brief”
[Dr. Alice Hughes, Dr. Sunita Chaudhary]
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[Dr. Hiroyuki Muraoka]
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PYIT—b3:
“Update of joint paper plans and role sharing (for practical action plan)”
[Ms. Yayoi Takeuchi and all]
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