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TRAFFIC 

To ensure that trade in wild plants 

and animals is not a threat to the 

conservation of nature 

The wildlife trade monitoring network 

TRAFFIC’s Goal: 



Southeast Asia 

 

• Contains numerous species 

threatened by wildlife trade 

• Is a major source of wildlife 

• Is a major consumer of wildlife 

Extremely rich in biodiversity 



Problems in Enforcement 

“If they could recognise half 

the animals we carry,            

we’ll be in real trouble, man” 

“Kenny” 

Malaysian Wildlife Trader 



Key Activities 

• Training of Trainers (ToT) Course 

• Country-specific Courses (Viet Nam, Cambodia)  

• Species Identification Sheets 

• Trade Study Analysis 



Capacity Building – Key Objectives 

• Encourage collaboration between those who study biodiversity 

and those whose responsibility it is to protect it; 

 

• Enhance national capacity to deliver training which can aid in 

the conservation of biodiversity;  

 

• Increase awareness of trade in wildlife and the importance of 

proper control; and  

 

• Provide skills and knowledge to improve recognition of species 

in trade and implement regulations designed to stop the illegal 

wildlife trade. 

 

 



Capacity Building – Training for Trainers 

Experts on:   

• CITES/wildlife trade 

• Species identification  

• National wildlife legislation & policy 

3 participants from each ASEAN country: 



Training Management Package 

Contains materials on: 

• Training of Trainers Course; 

• Wildlife Trade Regulation Course; and 

• Species Identification Course 



Pre-workshop evaluation 

• 100% aware of CITES 

• 94% able to define CITES  

• 9% had been trained on CITES  

• 26% had received species identification training 
 

Post-workshop evaluation  

• 100% learned knowledge and skills useful to their work 

2011 - Training in HCMC, Viet Nam 

Arranged and taught by the Vietnamese 

participants of the Training of Trainers 

workshop 



Pre-workshop evaluation 

• 96% aware of CITES 

• 73% able to define CITES  

• 23% had been trained on CITES 

• 29% had received species identification training  
 

Post-workshop evaluation  

• 96% learned knowledge and skills useful to their work 

2012: Training in Phnom Penh, Cambodia 

Two workshops arranged 

and taught by Cambodian 

participants of the Training 

of Trainers workshop 



TSEA Trade Database Analysis – Results 

Number of seizures reported for each selected species/species group                  

(January 2005 – December 2009) 
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Species Identification Sheets 



Species ID Sheets – Selection criteria 

• Found in trade in Southeast Asia 

• Of conservation concern 

• Protected by national legislation or CITES 

• Similar to protected species found in trade in the region 

• Potential to become invasive if introduced 

Chosen species met at least one of the following criteria: 



Species ID Sheets – Species selected  

Scientific name Common name 
CITES 

App. 

IUCN Red 

List 
Notes 

Chelus fimbriatus Matamata Turtle X Not listed 
Commonly traded in Southeast Asia, 
potential invasive. 

Geoclemys 
hamiltonii 

Black Pond Turtle I VU 
International trade listed by IUCN as 
major threat, 

Leucocephalon 
yuwonoi 

Sulawesi Forest 
Turtle 

II CR Indonesian island endemic. 

Platysternon 
megacephalum 

Big-headed Turtle II EN 
Commonly found in trade in Southeast 
Asia. 

Siebenrockiella 
leytensis 

Philippine Forest 
Turtle 

II CR Endemic to just two Philippine islands.  

Geochelone 
carbonara 

Red-footed Tortoise II Not listed Commonly traded in Southeast Asia. 

Centrochelys 
(Geochelone) 
sulcata 

African Spurred 
Tortoise 

II VU Commonly found in trade (zero 
international commercial trade quota for 
wild harvested specimens). 

Indotestudo 
elongata 

Yellow-headed 
Tortoise 

II EN Heavily traded in Southeast Asia 

Chitra spp. Narrow-headed 
Softshell Turtle 

II CR – EN All three species at high risk of extinction. 

Pelochelys spp. Giant Softshell 
Turtle 

II EN - VU Two species threatened by trade.  



Species ID Sheets – Species selected  

























Key Lessons Learnt 

• Clear selection criteria for participants vital and appreciated by all agencies. 

• Ensure all organising agencies are clear on their roles and responsibilities. 

• Participant feedback used in the development of the final TMP. 

• Ability to follow-up by supporting countries to conduct own training 



Recommendations  

1. Continued development and dissemination of key tools to strengthen the 

capacity of frontline enforcement agencies to combat illegal wildlife trade; 

 

2. Support those already trained to conduct capacity building activities, 

encourage them to institutionalise such training, particularly: 

a) In countries which lag behind in the provision of such training; 

b) In countries with a demonstrated commitment to tackling the illegal 

trade; and 

c) In countries with high or increasing levels of illegal trade. 

 



Thank you  

This work was conducted under the framework of the East and 

Southeast Asia Biodiversity Information Initiative (ESABII) and 

generously funded by the Japan-ASEAN Integration Fund and the 

Ministry of the Environment, Japan  


